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Welcome 

We extend a warm welcome to 

our new friends Albert, Bethany, 

Brodie, Eli, Isabelle, Miya, Tilly 

and Willow. We know you will 

have lots of happy times here 

with us at pre-school and we look 

forward to working with you and 

your families. 

 

Good Bye and Thank You 

Those children who attend pre-
school on a Thursday will have 
worked with our wonderful vol-
unteer, Audrey. Audrey has been 
a long term volunteer at pre-
school and some of our parents 
remember her from when they 
attended pre-school themselves.  

After decades of service Audrey 
had decided it is time to hang up 
her pre-school apron and enjoy 
her retirement. We will all miss 
her greatly and extend our 
heartfelt thanks to her for all her 
help over the years. We wish her 
every happiness for the future.  
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New Chairperson 

We are happy to announce the election of our new 

chairperson, Jonathan Hancock. Jonathan was elected at 

our EGM in December and has made an impressive start 

to his duties as chairperson. He is supported by a highly 

skilled committee and we look forward to working with  

them over the coming months. Jonathan can be con-

tacted via cpschair@outlook.com 

 

Stay and Play 

We were delighted to welcome parents and carers to 

our first Stay and Play session on 22nd January. It was 

wonderful to  have the opportunity to showcase a pre-

school experience for them and to see them sharing 

some pre-school time with the children.  

We will be offering more Stay and Play opportunities 

across the remainder of the school year and we hope to 

see many of  you there.  

 

Stay and Play January 2018. 



 

Rotary Raffle: 

The Rotary Club Raffle raised 

£175 and one of our tickets won 

a main prize! Many thanks to 

everyone who sold tickets and 

helped us raise such a terrific 

amount. The money will be split 

with a share being used to subsi-

dize a trip to see Dippy for the 

older children and the remainder 

used to buy age-specific re-

sources for use in pre-school for 

the younger children.  

 

Winter Party Fun. 

 

Christmas Craft Morning 

The Christmas craft morning was well attended. The chil-

dren, their siblings and parents made some lovely decora-

tions for their homes and we are sure that those who at-

tended were finding glitter sprinkled about their homes for 

many days after the event. The morning raised £131. We 

would like to renovate the decked area to the back of pre-

school this summer and the money from the craft morning 

will be saved and put towards this renovation.  

 

Volunteering 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who volunteered 
with us last term. The volunteers helped with a wide range 
of activities from cozy winter craft with Cherie on a Friday 
morning to (a little less cozy ) sewer unblocking from Paul 
at Onwards and Upwards . We are grateful to everyone 
who lends a hand. If you have a skill you would like to 
share with the children or which you use to help us im-
prove our facilities, please do speak to Sam or Rachel . 

 

Winter Party 

It was lovely to see so many of our children and their carers 

at the winter party. We enjoyed seeing them all get in-

volved with the games, bouncing and dancing and hope  

that you all enjoyed yourselves too. 

Many thanks to the carers who helped out with the clean-

ing and washing up at the party. Your help was much ap-

preciated. 



Forest School News 

We are lucky to be able to 

offer our children a term of 

Forest school in the school 

copse. Sessions are offered 

to our older children and 

we aim to give everyone a 

forest school experience 

before they leave us to start 

school. Last term’s children 

ended their forest school 

experience with a camp 

fire, hot chocolate and 

toasted marshmallow, 

which was much enjoyed 

by all. This terms children 

have had their first session 

already and we are looking 

forward to seeing them 

grow in confidence over 

the next few weeks as they 

practice their tree climb-

ing, den building and mini-

beast hunting.  

Donations Wanted: 

We are looking for some 

hazel poles approx. 5-8cam 

in diameter and 6ft long 

for our forest school site.  

We are also looking for 

some old bed sheets 

(cream or white) for the 

children to do create 

some forest art with. 

Please speak to a member 

of staff or email  

info@charminsterpreschool.co.uk 

if you are able to help 

with either of these re-

quests. 

 

Named Items 

Can we please ask that all 

jumpers, shoes, bags, 

coats, lunchboxes, hats 

and t shirts are clearly 

labelled. A thick black 

permanent marker is ide-

al, although stick on la-

bels are readily available 

from the following web-

sites: 

www.petit-fernand.co.uk 

www.mynametags.com 

Fundraising Film Night 

Innovative local film maker, Barrie Campbell, of the 
Casterbridge Rotary Club is working with us to host a 
fundraising film night on 21st April from 7pm at 
Charminster Village Hall. He will be showing  the origi-
nal film ‘Living on the Last Frontier’ and hosting a ques-
tion and answer session. Tickets are £10 which will in-
clude a ploughman's supper. There will also be a bar 
and prize raffle.  It promises to be a great evening and 
we hope that lots of you will came along and support 
us.  

Road train on its journey to the last 

frontier. 

Charity Auction Donation 

Enormous thanks to every-
one at The Three Com-
passes. We were delighted 
to receive a £100 donation 
which was raised via their 
charity auction. It was very 
kind of them to think of us 
when deciding how to allo-
cate their funds. The money 
will be added to the funds 
we are raising to improve 
the outdoor decked area at 
the rear of  the pre-school 
building 




